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at the same time, with a more diligent view of every
clause, than while we are obliged to take the whole at
once into our consideration.

I shall, for my part, approve some clauses, and make
objections to others; but think it proper to reserve my ob-
jections, and the reasons of my approbation, for the com-
mittee into which we ought to go on this occasion.

[The bill was referred to a committee, but not forty
members staying in the house, it was dropped.]

HOUSE OF COMMONS, MARCH 2, 1740-1.

DEBATE ON   THE BILL FOR THE  ENCOURAGEMENT AND  IN-
CREASE OF SEAMEN.

The bill was ordered to be read the second time, and to be
printed for the use of the members, that it might be
thoroughly examined and understood.

On the forty-fourth day, the second reading of the bill
was postponed to. the fiftieth; but the grand motion
being debated on that day, nothing else was heard.

On the fifty-first it was again put off; but

On the fifty-sixth day, being read a ,second time, it was,
after some opposition, referred to a committee of the
whole house, to sit five days after. In the meanwhile,

On the fifty-seventh, it was ordered that the proper officers
do lay before this house an account of what persons
were authorized, by virtue of the act in the 4th of
queen Anne, for " the encouragement and increase of
seamen, and for the better and speedier manning her
fleet;" to conduct seamen or seafaring men taken upon
privy searches made by applications to justices; and
what number of seamen or seafaring men were re-
turned ; also, the charge attending the same.

On the sixty-first day, moved that the said account
should be read; which being done, the house resolved
itself into a grand committee on the present bill; and
the first clause being read, proposing the blanks to be